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In Bouka, just 4 kilometers from the city
center a wonderful beach is located. Bouka
beach is one of the largest and most orga-
nized beaches in Messinia region.

Most known events in the city are the ones
organized during the Carnival, the Mes-
sinian Carnival and the custom of fire, a
period during which thousands of visitors
visit Messene. The great Messinian festival

is organized every year on the 20th of Sep-
tember and it is combined with the religious
holiday of the icon of the Virgin Mary, which
comes in a procession from the Monastery of
Voulcano, which is built on Mount Tthomi.
At a distance of 20 kilometers from Messene,
the emblematic archeological site of Ancient
Messina is located, which is preserved in a
very good condition and competes in glamor
and beauty many of the most famous
archeological sites in Greece.
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The river Pamisos

The river is located at east of the city
of Messini. Its sources are found at the
western end of Mount Taygetos within the
boundaries of the viﬂage of St. Floros, and
it flows into the Messinian Gulf. The river
has a [ength of about 22 km, and its ir-
rigation covers up to 45,000 acres of ag-
ricultural land while it maintains a high
degree of naturalness and a high biodi-

versity index.

The Ministry of ]nfrastmctwe, Trans-
port and Networks has approved a 3 mil-
lion Euros project within the budget of
the project 2014SE57200002 - SAE 572
with the title: Flood protection studlies
concerning the river Pamisos for the route



Aris dam - Messini - Sea Estuaries and
studies of the environmental utilization
of estuaries and the riparian zone up to
the entrance of Messini and the estuary of
Kouldouki, Bouka Beach, Messini.

Upon compleﬁon of the stuw[y, another
comprehensive set cf studies will be car-
ried out on the settlement and delimita-
tion of the river Pamisos from the Aris
dam to its estuary to the sea, approxi-
mately 9 km long. In addition, another
s’cudy will explore the environmental de-
ve[opment and exploitation of the area
around the estuaries of the river and its
riparian zone, extending from the estuary
to the area of the bridge between Kalama-
ta and Messini, 3.5 klm in [ength.
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At the junction of the twin peaks
of Mount Ithome and Mount Eva
(Saint Basil), between the vanges
of Ancient Messene (Mavromati)
and Va[yra stands, ma}jesﬁcaﬂy
and monumenta”y, the historical
Monastery of Voulkanos, founded
in the 17th century. The name
"Voulkanos”, and its earlier ver-
sions “Vourkano”, “Dorkano” and
“Voulkani” are probably attrib-
uted to some Byzantine lovd or
owner, who had the whole area
surrounding the Mount 1thome
in his possession. The Monastery
of Voulkanos has always been a
monastery for male-only monks,
and has never ceased to operate its
re[igious service.

Nowadays, it is the on[y male
Convent in the Ho[y Metropolis of
Messinia. The church of the new
lower level monastery was erected

in 1701 and was designed according

to the Byzantine architectural style,
in a crossed-dome form. It is the
main ceremonial church of both
the old and the new monastery.
The miraculous icon of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Voulkaniotissa, which
bears the inscription “The Mentor,
the one named aﬁer the Mount
Voulkanos” is a gem to the Monas-
tery, serving as its Palladium.

The Ho [y Relics of many Saints

of the Orthodox Church are also
kept inside the Monastery, includ-
ing the Relics of the new martyr,
Saint}ohn of Monemvasia, Diony-
sius the Areopagite, and the new
martyr, Saint Elias Ardounis of
Kalamata. nside the monastery’s
noted library, one can find old and
new books, manuscripts, Ottoman
Turkish documents and 4 Sigilﬁa
of the Patriarchs of Constantinople,
acknow[edging or vaﬁdaﬁng its
privileges.




Mohatd 1.M. BovAxdvou

Old Ho ly Monastery
of Voulkanos



To povaomjpt Tou BouAxdvo 1) Boupxdvo
xaéyel T mpwT) Fom avdpeoa

oo pudued, (ol LoTopLKd, OVOUATH TG
Meoonvias, adod Bploxeton aov tepbrepo
XWPO XAl TG TIPOLTTOPLNNG KAl TG
apyeitas xdpag, oy xapdid Tou THTOL.
Etvar anptfeds awt n Fom mg 19,
om) péon Tou peydAou xdumo, ToV Ywpls
ueydho dog (8o2u), Stvet oo Gpwpa plar
UTEPOYY, 00t Vot efvatt To YAGTERO BpOg TOU
Meaamviaxod ywpou.

To povaomipt evar yriouévo
TparypaTed oy xopudi) ms 19wung,
Tvw ot TeEADpLo Puaixd Ppdyo, Tov
Stver Ty evidmwon Twg amoTeENe! xau
o Fepéhia ov. Nomiavartodd: amd o
povaomjpt Bploxeto T apyalo tepé Tou
Al 19wpdt, 070 omolo yvévroucay
moMé uateg, xat dmog voompilet y
moupdBoom axdpa xou avIpwmodvates.

To povaonjpt eyxatohelddnue amd
TOUG HOVayoUs ToV 160 atwva, Gyt povo
emeld) 10 avéPaoiia oo povaoipl Haw
ambtopo xat §Goxoro, alhd xou emELdH]

1 %o Tou Ty TéTOL IOV TO YoM E
0 dvepog To xpto, aMd xaw 0 hiog. Zryd:
otyd éymioav Myo yaunAdtepa ™ vedtepy
wovij Bovhxdvo.

To xadohixd g mookids povilg efvau
éva Sowpdono Setypor petoBulovmivii
TS, épyo Twv adedddv Méaywy, Tou
1608, v uTdipyoUY xait 80 EVTOLYLaEVES
XTTOPUCES EMYPADES.

The monastery of Voulkanos or
Vourkano holds the ﬁrst place among
all the mythical and historical sites
of Messinia, since it lies in the most
sacred location of both the pvehis’coric
and ancient land, in the heart of the
place. It is exactly this location of
Mount Ithome, in the middle of the
large plain, which offers to the hill a
sense of greatness, as if it were the tall-
est mountain of the Messinian area,
even though the mountain itself is no
taller than 8oam.

The monastery is [itevauy built on
the top of the Mount Ithome, on a
huge natural vock, which resembles
the structure’s foundaﬁon. On the
southeast of the monastery is the
ancient sanctuary of Zeus lthomatas,
a place where many sacrifices were
pracﬁced, even human ones, according
to tradition.

The monastery was abandoned by
its monks during the 16th century, not
only because the route to reach it was
steep and hard, but also because its
position was such that the monastery
was too exposed to the wind, the cold,
and the sun. Graduauy, the monks
built the new monastery of Voulkanos
at a slightly lower level.

The cathedral (catholicon) of the
old monastery is a marvelous example
of post-Byzantine art, built by the
Moschos brothers in 1608, while on its
walls two ownership inscriptions are
noted.
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Ancient Messene

On the holiest of all Messinian land, on the s[opes of Mount Ithome, where the memories of the liberation s’cmgg[es against the
Spartans are still alive, the Theban General Epaminondas founded, in 369 BC., the capi’ca[ of the Messinian federa[ state, Mes-
sene.

THE ANCIENT THEATER of Messene in one of the greatest of antiquity. Its width reaches 98.60 m, while the diameter of its or-
chestra extends to 23.46 m. The Roman stage has three levels with successive rows of columns on its facade, three [arge niches on
the ground level of the stage, and smaller ones on the upper levels, which carried marble statues of benefactors and other impor-

tant people.

THE STADION AND THE GYMNASIUM are among the most impressive structures of Messene, composed as a single architec-
tural ensemble. The horseshoe-shaped northern part of the Stadion consists of 19 stands with 18 rows of stone seats, separated by
stairwells. Tt is surrounded ’oy Doric gaueries, which housed the Gymnasium.
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The Arcadian
Gate

The gate is quite well-preserved and has
been the trademark cf the city, since the
times of the first travelers, who repeatedly
depicted it in their copperplates.

It is a monumental construction, built
with rectangular limestones of massive

dimensions, awe-inspiring fov every visitor.
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Here lies one of the most important
medieval castles of the Peloponnese.
During the 14th and 15th century, the
castle reached its height as the admin-
istrative, political and judicial center of
the Principaﬁty. The shape of the castle
is trapezoida[, while the outer wall is
fortified with various shaped towers

and the inside fovms arched niches.
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In the municipa[ unit of Voufrades,
lies the gorge of Po[y[imnio, with its
lakes and waterfalls. Following a small
formed path for 5 minutes, through
dense ﬂora and crossing picturesque
wooden bridges, you will find yourself
lost in a hidden paradise consisting of
small [akes and wategca[ls, surrounded
by olive groves and vineyards.
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Karteroli it
Museum

In the traditional building of the former
primary school of Karteroli, a mu[ﬂ—pwpose
venue has been created on the grovmd ﬂoor
for the need of presentations-screenings
and events, a[ong with an exhibition and
interpretation room on the st ﬂoov for the
promotion of the local heritage. The opera-
tion has been imp[emented by the Leader

Programme.
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Here, unfo[ding its thread, history reveals
Homer's Aepeia, the dowry city, Ancient Ko-
roni, the city of Theban Epimelidis and of the
repatriated Messinians of the 4th BC centu-
Ty, the city of the Venetian rule, Petalidi, on
the shores of which the ﬁrst French Maison
liberators anchored their ships, in 1828, while
later the Maniot rebels founded the new vil-
[age of Petalidi
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St Andrew

In Logga, in the coastal area of St Andrew, there is
a church of the same name, which is one of the most
important Byzantine monuments. In its initial phase,
dating back to the early mid-Byzantine period (9th-10th
century), the church was classified as belonging to the
architectural sty[e of the three-aisled basilica. Sﬁgh‘cly
later, during the 10th-11th century, it was reconstructed
into a domed church, one of the largest in Peloponnese.

In its most recent histovy, the monument has under-
gone many arbitrary works that have altered its inter-
nal and external form. The church is located near the
sanctuary of Apouo Korythos, where previous research
has revealed the existence of an early Christian basilica.
During the middle Byzantine period, the existence of an
organized settlement in the present vi”age of Logga, at
the foot of Mount Lykodimos, is probable. This view is
reinforced by the presence of a church from the same
per[od, dedicated to St Antonios, Just outs ide the viﬂage.
In a document of the Senate of Venice in 1357, the river
Longas is mentioned as the border of the Venetian-occu-

pied area of Koroni.
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